
The Zero Hunger Private Sector Pledge 
 
As of December, 10, 2021, 43 companies have pledged a promising 
USD 391 million in 47 countries as part of the Zero Hunger Private 
Sector Pledge     

 
Zero Hunger Summary of Pledges and Commitments 

 

The Zero Hunger Private Sector Pledge is an opportunity for 
companies and investment funds to align their investments with 
new evidence and commitments by donors, governments, and 
global institutions to end hunger and nourish the future by 2030. 

What are we asking companies to do? 
 
The pledge encourages companies to make an investment in at 
least one of the 10 high-impact intervention areas from 
the Ceres2030 evidence and in at least one of the priority 
countries or regions. The company has to name the partners it will 
work with to achieve the action.  
 

 

https://www.gainhealth.org/partnerships/zero-hunger-private-sector-pledge
https://www.gainhealth.org/partnerships/zero-hunger-private-sector-pledge
https://www.gainhealth.org/partnerships/zero-hunger-private-sector-pledge
https://ceres2030.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/07/ceres2030-nature-portfolio-.pdf


The pledge requires companies to comply with host state laws 
and regulations, and commit to internationally accepted 
principles, including but not limited to: 

• the Principles for Responsible Investment in Agriculture 
and Food Systems of the Committee on World Food 
Security (CFS-RAI) 

• the International Code of Marketing of Breast Milk 
Substitutes 

• the Principles of the UN Global Compact 

• the UN Guiding Principles for Business and Human Rights 

 
Why are we asking companies to pledge? 
 
One in every 10 people goes to bed hungry. And most of these 
people live in Africa and South Asia. Last year, COVID-19 wiped 
out 15 years of progress in reducing hunger globally. In July 
2021, the United Nations announced that 118 million more 
people were affected by hunger in 2020, taking the number of 
people with no access to food up to 768 million. 



 

If we cannot deliver on ending hunger and malnutrition, then we 
have not transformed food systems. This is the litmus test. 

A specific set of investments—described by new evidence 
from Ceres2030, Program of Accompanying Research for 
Agricultural Innovation (PARI) 2020, and the State of Food 
Insecurity in the World (SOFI) 2021 are needed to end hunger. 
These reports show that donors must double current public 
spending. Governments have to juggle multiple priorities due to 
the pandemic and the associated economic downturn. This is why 
large companies can and should step in to increase efforts toward 
achieving zero hunger by 2030. Transforming food systems to end 
hunger and malnutrition, ensure safe and nutritious food for all, 
support sustainable consumption shifts, reduce carbon emissions, 
generate decent and dignified livelihoods, and build resilience to 
future shocks requires more and better private sector 
investments. 
 

http://www.ceres2030.org/
https://www.zef.de/fileadmin/downloads/ZEF_Akademiya2063.pdf
https://www.zef.de/fileadmin/downloads/ZEF_Akademiya2063.pdf
http://www.fao.org/publications/sofi/2021/en/
http://www.fao.org/publications/sofi/2021/en/


Whose idea was the pledge? 
 
The Zero Hunger, Private Sector Pledge is a game-changing 
solution that emerged from the UN Food Systems Summit 
(UNFSS) Action Track 1. The implementing organizations are 
a coalition of international organizations and partners, 
namely:  including the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO), 
the Global Alliance for Improved Nutrition (GAIN), Grow 
Africa, Grow Asia, the International Institute for Sustainable 
Development (IISD), the World Benchmarking Alliance, the World 
Business Council for Sustainable Development (WBCSD) and 
the World Food Programme.  
 

 

To date, we have mobilized several supporting companies and 
organized a parallel session during the UNFSS pre-Summit in July, 
which laid the groundwork for a high-level pledging moment from 
companies at the Summit in September. 

The signing of this pledge does not constitute an endorsement by 
the project partners and organizations of the company or its 
activities. The implementing partners and organizations of this 
pledge are not directly affiliated with the companies through the 
signing of this pledge. The implementing partners and 
organizations of this pledge reserve the right to revoke or 
suspend the pledge if the company fails to comply with the 
governing principles of the pledge.  

If you are a company and you would like to be part of the official 
launch on 21 September 2021 please fill in your pledge by 
midnight CET on Sunday 19 September 2021. Companies can 

https://www.gainhealth.org/homepage
http://growafrica.com/
http://growafrica.com/
https://www.growasia.org/
https://www.iisd.org/
https://www.iisd.org/
https://www.worldbenchmarkingalliance.org/
https://www.wbcsd.org/
https://www.wfp.org/
https://form.jotform.com/212233087008043


pledge at any time and can pledge multiple times. This initiative 
will end on 31 December 2030. 
 
 


